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Abstract 



A combination custom printed form (10) comprising a label protion (20) and a container portion (30). In a 
preferred embodiment, in use, custom information for a prescription is printed (410) on the form which 
includes information and warning labels to be attached to a prescription drug vial and information such as 
receipts and patient counseling information. After attaching (420) the labels to the prescription drug vial, the 
prescription drug vial is placed (430) in the associated container which is given to the customer. 
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(57) A combination custom printed form (10) com- 
prising a label protion (20) and a container portion (30). 
In a preferred embodiment, in use, custom information 
for a prescription is printed (410) on the form which in- 
cludes information and warning labels to be attached to 
a prescription drug vial and information such as receipts 
and patient counseling information. After attaching 
(420) the labels to the prescription drug vial, the pre- 
scription drug vial is placed (430) in the associated con- 
tainer which is given to the customer. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a printed form 
and container. 

[0002] Current packaging systems require custom in- 
formation to be printed on a form and then attached to 
an associated container, such as an envelope or bag. 
Such packaging systems are used for pick lists and 
pharmacy labels. For example, it is known to provide a 
pharmacy form including a label part and an information 
part (for example, patient counseling information) on 
one sheet in which the label part is applied to a drug 
container and the information part is pasted to a bag for 
the drug container However, since the information part 
and the bag are separate, there exists the potential to 
attach the information to a bag or container other than 
the associated container. Also businesses must stock 
the forms and containers separately, adding to material 
handling and related costs. 

[0003] It is known to provide an identification number 
pre-printed on a receipt portion and an associated con- 
tainer portion. However, custom information for the spe- 
cific item or items which are to be included in the con- 
tainer is not capable of being pre-printed. 
[0004] It is also known to provide individual envelopes 
for each dose of a medication to be given to individuals 
requiring special help with their dosages such as the eld- 
erly and small children being assisted by a care giver 
and to provide a bag for bulk distribution of medication. 
However, these systems do not assist a pharmacist in 
providing a vial of medicine and customized, printed in- 
formation relating to the prescription. 
[0005] It is the object of the invention to provide a com- 
bination form and container on which custom informa- 
tion can be printed about the item(s) to be dispensed in 
the container. 

[0006] According to the invention a method using a 
combination form and container; characterized by the 
steps of:- 

printing customized information on the combination 
form and -container; 

removing labels from the combination form and 
container and applying the labels to an appropriate 
produc; 

inserting the product into the container; and 
securing the opening of the container with the prod- 
uct inside. 

[0007] Also according to to the invention a custom 
printed combination form and container characterized 
by: 

a label portion including custom printed information 
to be attached to a specific product; and 
a container portion including custom printed infor- 
mation about the specific product and for containing 
the specific product; 



wherein the label portion and the container portion 
are connected so both portions are custom printa- 
ble in a single operation. 

s [0008] The invention will be described by way of ex- 
ample with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Figures 1 A and 1 B show a top view and a side view 
10 of a first embodiment of the combination form and 
container of the present invention; 
Figures 2A and 2B show a top view and a side view 
of a second embodiment of the combination form 
and container of the present invention; 
is Figures 3 and 4 show exemplary block views of the 
combination form and container of the present in- 
vention; and 

Figure 5 shows a flowchart of the method of using 
the combination form and container of the present 
20 invention. 

[0009] Figure 1 which shows a lap-joined construction 
combination form and container 10. A continuous glue 
or other adhesive line 1 2 joins a first ply 20 and a second 
25 ply 30 creating an overlap area. A perforation line 40 
may be included to allow easy separation of the first ply 
20 and the second ply 30. 

[0010] The first ply 20 may be a paper ply or preferably 
a label ply. The first pry 20 preferably includes a release 

30 liner 22, a pressure sensitive adhesive 24 and label ply 
26. Preferably, die-cuts, perforations or similar cuts are 
provided to form removable labels as is known in the 
art. These removable labels may be printed with custom 
information relating to the product to be placed in the 

35 associated container. For example, the removable la- 
bels may include a prescription drug vial label, warning 
labels, etc. 

[0011] The second ply 30 may be single sheet of pa- 
per, cellophane, film, plastic, label ply with adhesive and 

40 a release liner, any combination of paper, cellophane or 
plastic or any other desirable ply for creating a container 
portion. At least a portion of the ply is printed with custom 
information relating to the product to be placed in the 
container. For example, the ply may include a receipt or 

4S patient counseling information. It may be desirable to 
have at least a portion of the ply which enables viewing 
of the product or contents in the container. The second 
ply 30 may be formed of a single ply 32 which is folded, 
and glued, collated, stitched, crimped, or adhered to it- 

50 self on two sides such as by adhesive 34 to create an 
opening at one side for allowing the placement of a prod- 
uct therein. Alternatively, the second ply 30 may be 
formed of two pieces of material glued, collated, 
stitched, crimped or adhered together on three sides to 

55 provide an open side for allowing placement of a product 
therein. Any means of collating the two pieces of mate- 
rial to form a container large enough to hold an entire 
product such as a prescription drug vial is contemplated 
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within the scope of the present invention. As another ex- 
ample, the two pieces of material may be attached using 
a tape around the perimeter. If the labels are provided 
on the container, the labels may include the pharmacy 
name and phone number and all prescriptions that a 5 
customer has at the pharmacy. Additionally, the labels 
may include renewal labels. The combination custom 
printed form and container is preferably 14 inches in 
length to provide a container with space for more than 
one individual vial. 10 
[0012] Figure 2A shows a top view and Figure 2B 
shows a side view of a single sheet integrated construc- 
tion combination form and container 110 according to a 
second embodiment of the present invention. 
[001 3] The label portion 1 20 preferably includes a re- '5 
tease liner 122, a pressure sensitive adhesive 124 and 
label ply 126. Preferably, die-cuts, perforations or similar 
cuts are provided to form removable labels as is known 
in the art. These removable labels may be printed with 
custom information relating to the product to be placed 20 
in the associated container. For example, the removable 
labels may include a prescription drug vial label, warning 
labels, etc. 

[001 4] The container portion 1 30 is also formed from 
paper ply or label ply with adhesive and a release liner 2S 
126. The container portion 1 30 may include an insert of 
cellophane, film, plastic, or any other see-through ply 
for creating a viewing window to view the contents of the 
container portion without opening the container. At least 
a portion of the ply is printed with custom information 30 
relating to the product to be placed in the container. For 
example, the ply may include a receipt or patient coun- 
seling information. It may be desirable to have at least 
a portion of the ply which enables viewing of the product 
or contents in the container, such as a clear acetate win- 35 
dow or like material. 

[001 5] The container portion 1 30 is preferably formed 
of the single ply 1 26 which is folded, and glued, collated, 
stitched, crimped, or adhered to itself on two sides such 
as by adhesive 1 34 to create an opening at one side for 40 
allowing the placement of a product therein. Alternative- 
ly, the container portion 1 30 may be formed of two piec- 
es of material glued, collated, stitched, crimped, or ad- 
hered together on three sides to provide an open side 
for allowing placement of a product therein. Any means 45 
of collating the two pieces of material to form a container 
is contemplated within the scope of the present inven- 
tion. As another example, the two pieces of material may 
be attached using a tape around the perimeter. The 
combination custom printed form and container is pref- so 
erably 14 inches in length to provide a container with 
space for more than one individual vial. 
[001 6] A perforation line 1 40 may be included to allow 
easy separation of the label portion 120 and the con- 
tainer portion 130. 55 
[001 7] Figure 3 shows a detailed block front view of a 
combination form and bag 200 of either the first or sec- 
ond embodiment of the present invention. In this de- 



tailed view, the form portion 210 includes a vial label 
212, warning labels 214, receipt 216, duplicate receipt 
218, custom message such as coupon 220 and phar- 
macist's notes area 222. Perforation line 224 may be 
used to separate the label area of the form portion 210 
from the receipt/coupon area. Container portion 230 
may include a patient counseling area 232 and alterna- 
tive coupon areas 234, 236 and 238. The areas of the 
container portion 230 may be easily separated by per- 
forations 240. The container portion 230 may include a 
resealing glue, spot glue, remoistenable glue or transfer 
tape applied to the receipt and information areas 216, 
218, 220 or a top flap area (not shown) for securing the 
opening. 

[0018] Figure 4 shows another detailed block front 
view of a combination form and bag 300 of either the 
first or second embodiment of the present invention. In 
this detailed block view, the form portion 310 includes a 
vial label 312, warning labels 314, and pharmacist's 
note area 322. Perforation line 324 may be used to sep- 
arate the label area of the form portion 31 0 from the cou- 
pon area 320. In this detailed block view, receipt area is 
included in container portion 330 and is indicated as re- 
ceipt 334, duplicate receipt 336 and additional messag- 
ing area 338. Container portion 330 may also include a 
patient counseling area 232. The areas of the container 
portion 230 may be easily separated by perforations 
340. The container portion 330 may include a resealing 
glue, spot glue, remoistenable glue, or transfer tape ap- 
plied to the coupon area 320 or a top flap area (not 
shown) for securing the opening. 
[0019] The combination form and container are pref- 
erably pre-printed with standard information using either 
flexographic or lithographic printing techniques during 
manufacture of the combination form and container, 
preferably using a single pass through a flexographic 
press. The custom information can be printed using a 
variety of personal printers such as dot matrix, laser, ink 
jet, etc. or any other custom printing apparatus such as 
would be available to a pharmacist. The custom infor- 
mation can be printed using customized software and 
can include customer specific data, coupons, receipts, 
prescription identification information, prescription spe- 
cific warnings, patient counseling information, prescrip- 
tion prices, barcodes, marketing messages, and the like 
for improved personalization/target marketing. The cus- 
tom information may be obtained from any source such 
as mainframes, data warehouses, personal computer 
files, manual input, etc. 

[0020] Referring to the flowchart of Figu re 5, the meth- 
od of the present invention is presented. First in step 
400, a combination form and container is provided. In 
step 410, the customized information is printed on the 
combination form and container. Next, the labels are re- 
moved from the form area and applied to an appropriate 
product in step 420. Next the product is inserted into the 
associated container in step 430. In step 440, the open- 
ing of the container is secured such as by folding the 
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receipt portion over and stapling, gluing, taping, or ad- 
hering the materials together. Finally, in step 450, the 
product in the container is presented to the customer or 
stored for later distribution. 

[0021] An advantage of the present invention is that s 
it aids in the speed of the filling and processing prescrip- 
tions in the retail pharmacy environment by combining 
a label portion of a pharmacy script with a container por- 
tion. (A pharmacy script is a cut sheet laser document 
which can incorporate elements of a vial label, warning io 
labels, receipt, duplicate receipt and monograph or pa- 
tient counseling information). 

[0022] Advantageously, the container portion can be 
variably imaged using software to customize the con- 
tainer with the customer's name, list of all prescriptions is 
ordered, list price of each prescription, list total order 
amount, uniform product code (UPC) barcode, print re- 
ceipts, print coupons or other marketing messages de- 
sired by the retailer. This combination form and contain- 
er also aids in loss prevention through reduced shrink- 20 
age by listing all items on one receipt boldly imprinted 
with an amount or UPC bar code to improve check-out 
procedures at the check-out terminal. 
[0023] Advantageously, the combination form and 
container of the present invention provides improved 2S 
prescription fill efficiency, reduced prescription mis- 
matches, reduced number of different parts to inventory, 
improved check-out procedures, and enhanced target 
marketing capabilities. 

[0024] Although the above description has included 30 
two embodiments, it is contemplated that other con- 
structions for providing a combination form and contain- 
er are within the scope of the present invention. For ex- 
ample, the container of the present invention may in- 
clude expansion joints such as accordion -type panels 35 
to allow larger or more vials to be placed in the container. 
As another example, the combination form and contain- 
er may also include additional plies included on the top 
of the form and container as described above. These 
additional plies may contain duplicate information for re- *o 
cordkeeping or other purposes. As another example, 
the combination form and container may be constructed 
so that the form is actually a part of the container, with 
the release liner under the labels providing structure af- 
ter the labels are removed and applied to the product. *s 
[0025] Although the above described forms only pro- 
vide vial label and warning labels for one medicine, ad- 
ditional labels can be provided on a form to allow for 
dispensing of multiple medications to a patient using 
one combination form and container. Alternatively, a two so 
tray printing system can be used in which one tray in- 
cludes the combination custom printed form and con- 
tainer of the present invention for printing information 
relating to the first prescription and the second tray in- 
cludes standard forms with vial and related labels and 55 
product information for printing information relating to 
the other prescriptions. 



Claims 

1 . A method using a combination form and container 
(10); characterized by the steps of:- 

printing customized information on the combi- 
nation form and container (410); 
removing labels from the combination form and 
container and applying the labels to an appro- 
priate product (420); 

inserting the product into the container (420); 
and 

securing the opening of the container with the 
product inside (440). 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of securing 
the opening of the container with the product inside 
further includes folding the receipt portion over and 
securing the opening together. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of printing 
customized information on the combination form 
and container further includes printing at least one 
vial label, at least one warning label, at least one 
customer receipt and at least one section of patient 
counseling information. 

4. A custom printed combination form and container 
(10) characterized by: 

a label portion (20) including custom printed in- 
formation to be attached to a specific product; 
and 

a container portion (30) including custom print- 
ed information about the specific product and 
for containing the specific product; 
wherein the label portion (20) and the container 
portion are connected (1 2) so both portions are 
custom printable in a single operation. 

5. A form and container (10) according to claim 4 in 
which the specific product is a drug vial. 
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FIG. 4 
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FIG. 5 
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(end) 



